THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. iv.        The Emperor Leo, born among the Isaurian moun-
tains, where  a purer faith may yet have lingered, and
controversy. ' stung by tfce Mohammedan taunt of idolatry, determined
to abolish the worship of images, which seemed fast ob-
scuring the more spiritual part of Christianity. An attempt
sufficient to cause tumults among the submissive Greeks,
excited in Italy a fiercer commotion.    The populace rose
with one heart in defence of what had become to them
more than a symbol: the exarch was slain: the Pope,
though unwilling to sever himself from the lawful head
and protector of the Church, must yet excommunicate the
prince  whom he  could  not reclaim from so hateful a
heresy.    Liudprand, king of the Lombards, improved his
opportunity:  falling on the exarchate as the champion of
images, on Rome as the minister of the Greek Emperor,
i he overran the one, and all but succeeded in capturing
i the other.   The Pope escaped for the moment, but saw
; his peril;  placed between a heretic and a  robber,  he
! turned his gaze beyond the Alps, to a Catholic chief who
had just achieved a signal deliverance for Christendom
on the field of Poitiers.   Gregory II had already opened
communications with Charles Martel, mayor of the palace,
and virtual ruler of the Frankish realmd.    As the crisis

* provoked a revolt of the Eastern
nations. They couM not be re-
duced, because the Greeks at the
same time began to disobey the
Roman Pontiif, receding, like Jero-
boam, from the true faith. Others
among these schismatics (apparently
with the view of strengthening their
political revolt) carried their heresy
further and founded Mohammedan-
ism.* Similarly, the Franciscan
Marsilms of Padua (circa 1324) says
that Mohammed, * a rich Persian,'

invented his religion to keep the
East from returning to allegiance to
Rome. It is worth remarking that
few, if any, of the earlier historians
(from the tenth to the fifteenth
century) refer to the Emperors of
the West from Constantine to
Augustulus: the very existence of
this Western line seems to have
been even in the eighth or ninth
century altogether forgotten.
d Anastasius,    Vita  Pontificum
Romaxorum, i. ap. Muratori.